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Abstract

The Recognition about Western and the Vision of New Civilization
of Cheondogyo in the First half of the 20th century

Kim, Yong-Hwi

This article begins with a consciousness of the problem of the existing evaluation
that the transition from Donghak to Cheondogyo is aimed at the modernization and
civilization of the West. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to analyze the
orientation pursued by Son Byeong-hee and Cheondogyo youth leaders from the
perspective of “Gaebyeok”.

Son Byung-hee is not unilaterally seeking Western modernity or unilaterally
civilization as it is generally evaluated. Although Western was acknowledged as a
major trend in the times, it was not regarded as a standard to follow Western
civilization itself. He dreamed of a new civilization in Cheondo(Tao, universal law)
and a civilization in harmony with spirit and material by making good use of Western
civilizations centered on the Tao and the virtue revealed by Suun.

The young leaders of Cheondogyo 'Shinpa’, led by Lee Don-hwa and Kim Ki-jeon,
were also aiming for “Kaebyeok” as expressed in the name of the “Gaebyeok”
magazine from the beginning. Their movement was a gaebyeok movement that
dreamed of transforming the fundamental civilization of universal human liberation
beyond capitalism and socialism and beyond nationality and class.

On the other hand, the new political ideology of “Korean New Democracy” from
“Cheondogyo-Chungwoodang” in the liberation space was also a search for a third way
that the leaders of Cheondogyo have been struggling with over capitalism and
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socialism since 1920. In addition, it was the direction of the construction of a new
nation, and it was nothing more than an expression of the desire to realize the vision
of the “new moral civilization” in the 3.1 Declaration of Independence.

In conclusion, what Cheondogyo leaders of the Japanese imperialism pursued was
not blind acceptance or resistance to the West, but selective acceptance of the West by
reinterpreting the 'Donghak’ revealed by Suun in the era. Thus, what they pursued is
the new civilization of the East-West Convergence, which can be seen as still

inheriting the vision of the 'gaebyeok’ of Suun.

Key Words: Cheondogyo, Western recognition, new civilization, Son Byeong-hee,
Gaebyeok
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