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Abstract

Christian Philosophy as Christian Platonism
: The Church Fathers' Platonist understanding of man

Kim, Hyoung-Soo

This thesis examines the idea of Christian philosophy through the idea of Christian
Platonism, the philosophy of the church fathers, as its original starting point. Above
all, the Church Fathers used Platonic philosophy as the worldview framework within
which the proclamation of revealed truth was placed. However, this means that either
party of the Church Fathers and Plato's thought did not simply choose a formal aspect,
but had a real influence on each other in the sense of transformative acceptance. Since
the Church Fathers saw Christianity as a form of philosophy, they dealt with the issue
of faith based on revelation and rational Greek philosophy, especially Plato's
philosophy, as one issue. In this way, Christian Platonism developed the Platonic
tradition in a new way, and later Neoplatonism also strengthened the Platonic tradition
in a religious context under the influence of Christianity. First of all, in Christian
Platonism, since God is the reality itself and the source of the qualitative abundance of
reality, all things in the world reveal the divine reality. Furthermore, the ontological
participation in the reality of God is achieved through the endowment of life and
cognition by the divine Logos from the divine spirit. Christian Platonism's
understanding of the integrated reality between the spiritual or mental and the material
is made visible, especially through the inner man, towards the goal of godlikeness. The
inner world is understood as a realistic reality through the understanding of the dual

existence of the outer man and the inner man. The fundamentally mutable inner man
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realizes good through constant self-transformation and growth. In addition, the inner
man becomes aware of the divine truth by transcending himself through the care of
the soul related to the whole of life and the memory that internalizes awareness. In
this sense, the activity of the inner man can be said to be a philosophical exercise
toward death as an ethical and intellectual training. Ultimately, this inner man's
development and self-transcendence aims at godlikeness. Godlikeness in this way means
that human beings, who were created according to the image of God, recover their
original state, and it is a whole personal change in imitating God and participating in
God as the highest happiness. In this way, the Christian Platonism of the Church
Fathers understands philosophy not as a theoretical discourse but as a philosophical
way of life, and seeks the truth for the transformation and change of existence and
way of life. Furthermore, Christian Platonism has the task of restoring and preserving
the unrestricted transcendental relationship between God, man and the world. This
transcendental relationship is a mystery that cannot be finally expressed and is only
revealed by God himself, but it is revealed as a real relationship by restoring the
original closeness to God through the experience of divinity inherent in the human soul
as the image of God. Even today, Christian Platonism's pursuit of understanding the
divine mysteries beyond the understanding of the human mind is particularly important
in the field of literature and art in terms of symbolism and mythology.

Key Words: Christian Philosophy, Christian Platonism, Church Fathers, inner man, Godlikeness.
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