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16) Ibid., 5-6.
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18) Donald L. Gelpi, Committed Worship: A Sacramental Theology for Converting Christians,
(Collegeville: The Liturgical Press, 1993), 17.
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Abstract

The meaning of ‘Ecological Conversion' and a relational
understanding of its Types:
Focusing on MLaudato Si’j and Practice Cases

Hong, Tae-Hee - Kim, Moon-Young

Since ‘ecological conversion’ presented in Laudato Si’y means a holistic change of
personality, it is necessary to analyze its meaning according to the conversion theory.
Along with the intellectual conversion, moral conversion, and religious conversion
presented by Lonergan, the social conversion embodied by Zelpie and the psychological
conversion of Doran were analyzed for ecological conversion. Ecological conversion
requires an intellectual conversion that shifts the paradigm of understanding facts to a
creature-centered one. Also, moral conversion from fetishism to the ecological value of
life and culture plays an important role in practice. Religious conversion deepens
universal communion with the creature. On the basis of this conversion, there is a
psychological dimension that overcomes internal resistance such as rules and prejudices
in relation to the flow of consciousness. Social conversion promotes ecological
transformation at the social and institutional level. In the practice cases of ecological
conversion, we can see that these various types of conversion become the basis for
each other and occur dynamically. It is general to proceed from intellectual conversion
to moral conversion and religious conversion, but in reality, religious conversion
becomes the motivation for moral and intellectual conversion. Therefore, it would be
reasonable to understand the ecological conversion emphasized in Laudato Si’ as the

meaning of ‘metanoia’, a change of holistic personality through encountering Christ. It

AR si7lel olnlst 7 ) WA olsk: Shehiesv, o A AelE Foz 87



can be seen that ecological conversion is distinguished from one-time enlightenment in

that true conversion is a process of going through continuous self-transcendence and
finding authenticity.

Key Words: Ecological Conversion, Laudato Si', Bernard Lonergan, Conversion Theory,
Ecological Apostolate.
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