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Abstract

Korean—Japanese bishops™ challenge towards peace of East Asia

Choi, Youngkyun

J. Galtung refers to those who mediate conflicts as ‘peace workers’ or ‘conflict
mediators.” He finds that catholic priests and the religious are models of peace workers
that implement a goal without considering their own interests or fame. This paper aims
to illuminate the solidarity of Korean-Japanese bishops as models of peace workers
who have tried to mitigate historical and social conflicts between two countries as well
as the east Asian region. Peace is viewed in the scripture as the gift of God as well
as men’s goal to be achieved. However, there was a period of time in which the
church allowed violence as a means, ‘fustum bellum’ of achieving peace. In the 20th
century, the encyclical ‘pacem in Terram’ of Pope John X XTI and the second Vatican
council did not allow any violence, and insisted on achieving peace solely through
peaceful means. Complying with such an ideal of peace, Korean-Japanese bishops have
directed righteous norms for peace in east Asian societies and urged peace-conduct.
Both Korean and Japanese bishops have had conferences to mitigate historical conflicts
and social problems between the two countries as well as develop the peace movement
organized by the committee for justice and peace in each nation’s bishops conferences.
This paper analyzes dynamism and features of the peace movement in terms of history,
environment(ecology) and human rights.

The solidarity of Korean-Japanese bishops calls for enlightenment of peace in public
as well as institute political change, and it would be regarded as a very significant
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model of peace in the promotion of a civil society. Social peace solidarity of bishops
would be better understood by combining a feature of finality(instrumentalism),
retaining influence in the public sphere of secularity, with a feature of finality

(essentialism), an undertaking for others and society.

Key Words: East Asia, Galtung, Peace Worker, Solidarity of Korean-Japanese bishops,

Peace movement
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