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Abstract

Toward a Holistic and Integral Concept of Theology of Life
— In search for a comprehensive system of sciences to overcome the crises
of the Anthropocene and to open the age of life

Kang, Won Don, Prof. emeritus of Hanshin University

In this study, the author 1) analyzes the crisis of the Anthropocene based
on the combination of technology and capitalism, 2) designs a comprehensive
system of sciences that open the age of life, and 3) presents a holistic and
integral concept of theology of life that supports such a system of sciences.

The Anthropocene is called the period in Earth's history when mankind,
who has organically combined technology and capitalism, exerts the power to
change nature. The Anthropocene is characterized as a period of multiple
crises. The combination of technology and capitalism has destroyed the
stability and healthiness of the ecosystem and, as a result, the natural
foundation of civilization has collapsed. It has fundamentally changed
productive forces and relations of production, and political, economic, social
and legal institutions which have regulated exchanges and relations among
people. It has also changed forms and contents of the texts, in which people's
consciousness and values have been documented, such as literature, art,
religion, philosophy, theology, etc.

To overcome multiple crises of the Anthropocene and open the age of life,

three tasks must be properly carried out. One is to preserve ecosystems and



liberate the poor. The other is to break the dogma of scientism. Scientific
knowledge must be regarded as social construction and the technological use
of science should be regulated politically. The last one is to deconstruct
anthropocentric cultures and norm systems.

To solve these three tasks, it is necessary to develop theories optimized for
each task. First, reality-analytic and institutional-critical theories must be based
on the combination of ecology and the critique of political economy. Second,
meta-theoretic and normative theories must be developed to reflect the social
construction of scientific knowledge and regulate politically the technological
use of scientific knowledge. Third, text-analytic and hermeneutic theories must
be designed to promote a wide-ranged transition from the anthropocentric to
ecological and life-oriented cultures. These three types of theories must be
integrated into a system of sciences toward the age of life.

Theology of life is a theological project that aims to give clear messages
to Christians who want to overcome the crises of the Anthropocene and go
toward the age of life. Social ethics based on the theology of life use the
above-mentioned system of sciences to regulate institutions. Therefore social

ethics stand out for the characteristics of holistic and integrated research.

Key words: (the) age of life, anthropocene, ecological crisis, scientism, theology of life.

= Fad 20224 29 274
= 7EY 20224 49 04
=AY &g 202214 39 289

38 28t} A3t 4405



