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Abstract

Gal 3:10-14 in the Light of Ancient Jewish Tradition

Kim, Sang-Woo

Called the “Apostle of the Gentiles”, Paul was a Pharisee who lived deeply rooted
in the Ancient Jewish Tradition until he met the Resurrected Christ. Therefore, it is
presumed that in the Letters he wrote to Gentile Christians after his conversion, he not
only used the texts of the Old Testament, but also was inspired by the heritage of
various Jewish Traditions.

This paper concerns a Letter written to the Galatians who were hesitant between ‘the
way of righteousness through works of the Law’ and ‘the way of righteousness through
faith in Christ’. In particular, we focus on relationship between Lev 18:5; Deut 21:23; 27:26;
Hab 2:4 utilized in Gal 3:10-14. Centering on these texts, it reveals how Paul’s Hermeneutics
correlates with the flow of traditional theological themes of Judaism, such as ‘Law and Contract’,
‘Blessing and Curse’, ‘Idolatry and Sin’, and ‘Land and Inheritance’.

This paper ends up clearly revealing the continuity and discontinuity between the
Early Jewish Tradition and Paul’s argument, his rhetoric and argumentation process to
persuade the Galatians; and the situation of the church that Galatians were facing.

Key Words: Galatians, Ancient Jewish Tradition, Blessing, Curse, Inheritance
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