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Abstract

A Study on Cardinal Kim Sou—Hwan’s Respect for Life:
Focusing on the Case of Abortion

Choi, Jinil

Cardinal Kim Sou-Hwan emphasizes that ethics is the way humans can be human beings,
and that the basis of ethics lies in respect for human life at all levels. As is well known,
he was a person who made a great contribution to the human rights movement and
democratization of our society. In this regard, this study predicts that his ethics based on
respect for life would have been the basis for insight into our social problems and human
rights movements. I presuppose that his perspective on abortion is also related to the
protection of human rights, and examine his thought of respect for life, focusing on the
case of abortion. Through this study, we will discover that Cardinal Kim Sou-Hwan’s thought
of respect for life comprehensively reads the reality of our society and then integrates human
dignity, respect for life, and ethics from an ontological point of view.

The characteristics of his respect for life are, first, to look at the fetus as a human
person and the weak, and to ask for care and attention for the fetus as one of the
weak. Second, practical norms for respecting life are based on the natural law. He
presents the natural law as the way for humans to live as humans and explains why
we choose life. Third, for him, respect for human dignity cannot be established without
respect for human life. Therefore, the abortion issue is not a matter of conservatism of
the church, but a matter of ethics and human rights. Finally, respect for human beings
and love of neighbors are like both wheels of a cart, and the axis and balance that

connect these wheels lies in respect for human life.

Key Words: Cardinal Kim Sou-Hwan, Respect for Life, Human dignity, Abortion, Bioethics
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