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This paper examines the identity and mission of the Church in modern society after 
the Second Vatican Council by focusing on Theodramatik of Hans Urs von Balthasar. 
He says, ‘nowhere is the character of existence demonstrated more clearly than in 
stage drama’, which has hardly been noticed by theology up to now, but which can be 
effectively used to portray God’s action. That is, he wants to reveal what God has 
done in history through Jesus without at the same time losing the inclusive theology of 
revelation, whereby God can be found in every situation of human life, in theodrama. 
He criticizes Hegel, arguing that Christianity should reveal not only the spirit, that is 
the ‘mind and heart’, but also the real. Balthasar’s theodramatik aims to succeed where 
Hegel failed, by bringing into centre stage the drama intrinsic to divine salvation. He 
reveals that the event of Christ is a drama of salvation of human being invited as 
well as a drama of salvation of the trinity. In that ‘drama’ can be related to ‘practice’ 
and ‘act’, it leads to the ‘mission’ of the church in modern society. He presents a 
unique ecclesiology through the notion of the ‘Church as the mysterium of Christ’ in 
the Post-Concilar. This article illuminates the Theodramatic ecclesiology which 
emphasizes the mission of the Church on the basis of trinitarianism and Christology, 
which is linked to the ‘Open Church for the World’ emphasized since the Second 

Abstract
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Vatican Concil. This paper proposes von Balthasar’s ecclesiology as a comprehensive 
eccumenical missional church. Ultimately, the church’s eccumenical mission in the 
modern world is to continue the divine-human drama for now and in the future 
through ‘theological persons’.

Key Words: Theodramatik, Hegel, christological constellation, theological persons, 
ecumenical missional church

                                  




