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Abstract

Educational Function of the Bible for Christian
Faith—Spirituality in 2Tim 3,14-17

Seo, Dong-Su

On the basis of the theory of inspiration, the Bible occupies from Jesus’
contemporary Judaism to today a special position as fundamental criterion for Christian
theology and life. All scripture is defined in 2Tim 3,14-17 as book of wisdom for
salvation and plays its educational part that the men of God as symbol of all human
race could reach their perfective condition. Human perfection, as in creation narrative
mentioned, is equated with recovering original condition of proto-human being as
Imago Dei. Imago Dei is in general used to synonym of Imitatio Christi, because the
New Testament declares Jesus Christ as God’s image and likeness. 2Tim 3,14-17
evidently is proclaiming that the Bible functions as tools of teaching, reproof,
correction and training for helping all people in accomplishing the ideal figure front
the face of God, namely in realizing of Imitatio Christi which characterizes the
orientation and final destination of Christian faith-spirituality. In these meaning, ‘Sola
Scriptura’ of the Reformation still would be the absolutely inevitable Magna Carta to
Christian faith-spirituality. Therefore it could be said that the way of perfective human
being before God begins with Bible study.

Key Words: Faith-spirituality, Imago Dei, Imitatio Christi, theory of inspiration,
educational function of the Bible.
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