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Abstract

Methodology for Inter—religious Dialogue of Non—duality(~—)
: Focusing on the Interpretation of Nothingness(#) of the Trinity and
the Consideration of the Possible Principles

Jo, Young-Gi

This paper reflects on the underlying cause of why the inter-religious dialogue today
remains at a standstill and has even escalated into conflicts and eventually wars. To
this end, an exploration of the concept of ‘nothingness’(#) in Buddhism will be
attempted, where each ‘substantial’(F5#9) religion, with its unique characteristics, can be
encountered on a subject and subject level. This approach aims to overcome the
limitations of the ‘substantial’ paradigm, which tends to objectify and substantiate other
religions. In this progress, ‘self-denial’, which reveals the ontological nature of the
Trinity and Absolute Nothingness(#fi¥4%), will be presented as a practical model to
pursue for deep and effective inter-religious dialogue. In short, for the substantial ‘T’
and ‘you’ to encounter each other on a dimension of nothingness and expand into the
infinite ‘we’ of nothingness, the ‘non-dual’(‘hAfy, advaya) concept of Mahayana
Buddhism should be adopted as a methodological thought. This is because the
possibility of realizing true happiness, which can only be achieved in the context of
the perichoretic relationship with ‘others’, is based on the thought of ‘non-duality’,
which takes ‘dual-denial’(#iJF) as a means for the practice of humility and sacrificial
love. Likewise, the initiation of true inter-religious dialogue can also be accomplished
through this ‘non-dual’ love of ‘self-denial’.
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