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Abstract

The Contemporary Challenges and Responses of the Catholic Church in Japan:
A Case Study of the Diocese of Sapporo

Jeong, Miji

The Catholic Church failed to expand its presence in Japan, and in recent years the
crisis of the church has even accelerated with allegations of sexual abuse by clergy
and COVID-19. This study aims to find out how the church has dealt with the current
situations, such as aging and declining Catholics, a decrease in vocations, and
worsening financial conditions, and how its members perceive them, through the case
study of the Sapporo Diocese. The diocese has encouraged laypeople to carry out the
tasks of clergy to solve the issue of priest shortage, also asking them to discuss
reorganization plans. In-depth interviews captured the members’ perceptions: deep-rooted
clericalism and a narrow view of the community seem to hinder innovation, and it is
needed to introduce the new system in line with the recent change and to make the
community more open and enjoyable. These findings provide a useful precedent to the

churches in other countries that may suffer from the decline of Catholicism.

Key Words: Religion in contemporary Japan, Aging society, Decline of Catholicism,

Clericalism, Sense of community
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