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Abstract

The Catholic Church’s Strategies for Dechurching

Choi, Young-Kyun

This study delves into the stagnation of growth and the phenomenon of dechurching
within the Korean Church, specifically focusing on identifying the contributing factors
and exploring the Catholic Church’s pastoral responses. In contemporary Korean
society, the trend towards dechurching is observed against a backdrop of cultural
secularization and the impacts of the pandemic. The Catholic Church is addressing the
challenges posed by dechurching through the lens of the Synodal Church movement.
This approach moves away from the unilateral imposition of tradition and norms,
opting instead for a methodology that widely embraces the experiences of church
members, engaging in dialogue, and discerning within the framework of tradition. This
strategy aligns with Peter Berger’s theory of ‘inductive response’, which examines the
engagement of traditional religions with societal changes, particularly the challenges
brought about by modernity.

The principal factors contributing to the Catholic Church’s dechurching include the
privatization of faith, the secularization of spirituality, and experiences of disengagement
concerning ecclesiastical authority and communal rights. These elements act as
multifaceted pressures that intersect and collectively propel the phenomenon of
dechurching. The response of the Catholic Church to these challenges is sought within
the Synodal Church movement, emphasizing three key areas for action. Firstly, there is
a need to enhance the church’s social engagement activities, positioning the church as

a community capable of strengthening collective capacity and solidarity in opposition to
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the privatization of faith. Secondly, it is crucial to bolster spiritual capital; the church
must forge spaces where the spiritual needs and diversity of individuals are
acknowledged and met amidst competing secular spiritualities. Lastly, the institutional
and cultural embedding of a spirituality of hospitality is imperative. Overcoming the
inequalities symbolized by clericalism requires a foundational shift towards a spirituality
that prioritizes listening and openness to the other. Through hospitality, the church can
more effectively fulfill its mission to the impoverished within a more egalitarian and

fraternal community framework.

Key Words: Dechurching, Secularization, Synodality, Privatization of Faith, Spiritual
Capital
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