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Abstract

The First Session of the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod
of Bishops and Realizing Synodalitas through the Pastoral Council

Eom, Jae-Jung - Lee, Kyou-Sung

The Catholic Church around the world is currently focusing on the outcomes of the
first session of the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, held in
Rome in October with the theme of Synodalitas. Its Instrumentum Laboris, released by
the General Secretariat of the Synod on past June 21, is the result of a synodal
process that has taken place since October 2021 in local churches and continental
assemblies all around the world, and each particular church is continuing to reflect on
the questions posed by the Instrumentum Laboris within the context of its own
particularity. This continuous and circular interaction in the synodal process is what
makes the universality of the Church (Catholicitas) visible: The faithful in different
parts of the world are realizing themselves as part of the People of God. The Catholic
Church in Korea can participate as well more deeply in the universality of the Church
by responding to the questions of the Instrumentum Laboris in its own uniqueness and
particularity.

One of the greatest gains of the phase of the local churches during the 16th
Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops was the realization of the
diocesan pastoral council (consilium pastorale) as it is stated in the Synthesis of the
Church in Korea. This means that in many dioceses, pastoral council has not been
established or has existed only nominally. Therefore, there is a need for deeper
reflection on and practice of pastoral councils, which Synodality in the Life and
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Mission of the Church, the recent document issued by the International Theological
Commission describes as “the most appropriate permanent structure for implementing
synodality in the local Church” (n. 81).

The Instrumentum Laboris asks what obstacles prevent synodal bodies (participatory
bodies) such as diocesan and parish pastoral councils, from becoming effective
communal discemment bodies; what reforms are needed to make them effective,
creative, and vibrant in supporting the mission; how can those living in the
peripheries of communal life participate in and contribute to these bodies. This paper
begins with the questions posed by the Instrumentum Laboris, and then summarizes the
position of the universal Church stated by the Vatican Council II and since then,
which called for the establishment of pastoral councils. This paper subsequently
examines how the regulations and practices of pastoral councils have changed in the
Catholic Church in Korea in line with this universal position, returning to the question
of the the Instrumentum Laboris and dealing with obstacles to the activation of
pastoral councils for the realization of the Synodalitas of the People of God in the

Catholic Church in Korea, as well as suggestions for their renewal.

Key Words: the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, Pastoral
Council, Synodalitas, Collegialitas
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